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trial drought plan

AGRICULTURAIL Reg-
ion MLC Brian Ellis has
welcomed a rial program
to help farmers cope with
drought.

A third generation gra-
in grower, Mr Ellis said
that the key components
of the plan appcared to be
a fairly comprehensive
approach to  keeping
farmers on the land and
helping others to exit
their properties with dig-
nity.

“The trial offers an
improvement on the
Exceptional  Circum-
stances grants made in
the past as it is a more
holistic approach and
goes further than crisis
management,” Mr Ellis
said.

“Having personal expe-
rience of the seasonal ups
and downs of farming, I
believe this new system
could take farm assis-
tance and farm manage-
ment in a positive new
direction if it is effective-
ly implemented.

“The proof is in the
pudding, and 1T will be
watching with interest o
sce the uptake of the pro-

gram, how it is imple-
mented, and  farmer
feedback.

“I.am keen o see that it
is a practical trial with
real outcomes for farmers
rather than just a targeted
study.”

The pilot program was
announced by WA Agric-
ulture and Food Minister
Terry Redman and Fed-
eral Agriculture Minister
Tony Burke [ollowing a
request by Mr Redman in
June last year for a
drought reform trial to be
conducted in WA.

The main objectives of
the trial are to strengthen
farm businesses, sustain
farming families and
build resilient rural com-
munities.

The seven major com-
ponents include:

Farm Planning: assis-
tance for farmers to
undertake a program of
training (o enhance their
skills in business plan-
ning;

Building Farm Busi-
nesses: grants of up to
S60,000 to help farmers
better manage and pre-
parc for futurc chal-

lenges;

T'arm Family Support:
income support to help
families meet basic
houschold needs;

Stronger Rural Comm-
unities: grants of up to
$300,000 for cligible
local groups experienc-
ing significant hardship
duc to an agricultural
downturn to build the
resilience of their rural
community and assist
them to manage future
hardship;

Tfarm Social Support: a
better coordinated social
support network to meet
mental  health, coun-
selling and social needs
of farming families and
rural communities;

Farm Exit Support:
grants of up to $170,000
to support farmers who
decide to sell their farm,
including retraining and
relocation expenses; and

Beyond Farming: a
program for farmers who
want to know more about
opportunities that arise
when they sell up or
retire.

The WA Government
will fund and administer

the FFarm Planning com-
ponent of the trial and
will administer the Buil-
ding Farm Businesses
component.

The pilot region ext-
ends from Karratha to
Esperance, and was sele-
cted on the basis of pre-

vous  recipients  of
Exceptional  Circum-
stances.

It will start on July 1
and end on June 30,2011,
although Building Farm
Business grants will be
spread over four years.

Under the agreement
the Western Australian
Government will not be
able to apply for an
Exceptional  Circums-
tances during the period
of July 1-June 30, 201 1.

Farmers wanting fur-
ther information can visit
the websile al
www.daff.gov.au/
wapilotorcall 13 23 16.

Mr Ellis will also hang
the relevant fact sheets on
his website at
brianellis.com.au
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